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The formula for determining if a date is before another date in Excel is the "less than" operator,

represented by the symbol "

Excel: A Formula for "If Date is Before Another Date"

You can use one of the following formulas in Excel to

check if one date is before another date:

Method 1: Use Cell Reference

=IF(B2<$B$14, "Yes", "No")

This particular formula checks if the date in cell B2 is

less than the date in cell B14 and returns "Yes" or "No"

accordingly.

Method 2: Use Actual Date

=IF(B2<DATEVALUE("2/20/2023"), "Yes", "No")

This particular formula checks if the date in cell B2 is

less than 2/20/2023 and returns "Yes" or "No"

accordingly.

The following example shows how to use each method

in practice.
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Example: Check if Date is Before Another Date in Excel

Suppose we have the following list of tasks in Excel

along with their completion date and we would like to

know if each task was completed by the date specified

in cell B14 or not:

We can type the following formula into cell C2:

=IF(B2<$B$14, "Yes", "No")

We can then click and drag this formula down to each
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remaining cell in column C:

Column C returns either "Yes" or "No" depending on

whether or not the corresponding date in column B is

less than 2/20/2023.

If we'd like, we could also directly type the date into the

IF function by wrapping it in the DATEVALUE function

so that Excel recognizes it as a date:

=IF(B2<DATEVALUE("2/20/2023"), "Yes", "No")
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We can enter this formula into cell C2 and click and

drag it down to each remaining cell in column C:

Column C returns either "Yes" or "No" to indicate

whether or not the corresponding date in column B is

less than 2/20/2023.

The following tutorials explain how to perform other

common tasks in Excel:
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