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COUNTIF and COUNTIFS are two commonly used functions in Microsoft Excel for counting cells

that meet specific criteria. The main difference between the two is that COUNTIF only allows for

one condition to be evaluated, whereas COUNTIFS allows for multiple conditions to be evaluated

simultaneously. This means that COUNTIFS can be used to count cells based on multiple criteria,

making it a more versatile and powerful function compared to COUNTIF. Additionally, COUNTIFS

also allows for the use of logical operators such as "AND" and "OR" to further refine the criteria for

counting cells. Overall, the main distinction between COUNTIF and COUNTIFS is their ability to

handle multiple criteria, making them useful for different types of data analysis and calculations in

Excel.

COUNTIF vs. COUNTIFS in Excel: What's the

Difference?

In Excel, the COUNTIF and COUNTIFS functions both

count the number of cells in a range that meet a certain

condition, but they use slightly different behaviors:

The COUNTIF function counts the number of cells in a

range that meet one condition.The COUNTIFS function

counts the number of cells in a range that meet several

conditions.

The following examples show how to use each function

in practice.

Example 1: Using COUNTIF

We can use the following COUNTIF formula to count the

number of rows where the value in the range A2:A16 is
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equal to "Mavs":

=COUNTIF(A2:A16, "Mavs")

The following screenshot shows how to use this

formula in practice:

We can see that a total of 5 cells in the range A2:A16

meet this criteria.

Example 2: Using COUNTIFS
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We can use the following COUNTIFS formula to count

the number of rows where the value in the range A2:A16

is equal to "Mavs" and the value in the range B2:B16 is

equal to "Guard":

=COUNTIFS(A2:A16, "Mavs", B2:B16, "Guard")

The following screenshot shows how to use this

formula in practice:

ARABPSYCHOLOGY.C
OM

https://scales.arabpsychology.com/?p=161621
https://scales.arabpsychology.com
https://scales.arabpsychology.com


What is the difference between COUNTIF and COUNTIFS in Excel? 5

PSYCHOLOGICAL SCALES scales.arabpsychology.com

We can see that a total of 5 rows in the dataset contain

"Mavs" in column A and "Guard" in column B.

Note that we can use as many conditions as we'd like

within the COUNTIFS function.

For example, we can use the following formula to find

the rows that meet three different conditions:

=COUNTIFS(A2:A16, "Mavs", B2:B16, "Guard", C2:C16,

">20")

The following screenshot shows how to use this

formula in practice:
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We can see that a total of 1 row in the dataset contains

"Mavs" in column A, "Guard" in column B, and a value

greater than 20 in column C.

Additional Resources

The following tutorials explain how to perform other

common tasks in Excel:
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