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"The error message indicates a mismatch in the lengths of arguments used in the
‘aggregate.data.frame()” function. This function is designed to aggregate data by applying a
function to subsets of the data. To resolve this error, it is necessary to ensure that all arguments
have the same length. This can be achieved by checking the length of each argument and
adjusting them accordingly. Some solutions to fix this error include checking the length of each
argument before passing them to the function, ensuring that the columns used for aggregation are
of the same length, checking that the "by" argument is a vector of the same length as the data
frame, and using the "'na.rm = TRUE" argument to remove any missing values before aggregating.
It is important to identify which arguments have different lengths and make the necessary
adjustments to ensure they are the same length before using the "aggregate.data.frame()
function.”

Fix in R: Error in aggregate.data.frame(): arguments
must have same length

One error you may encounter in R is:

Error in aggregate.data.frame(as.data.frame(x), ...) :
arguments must have same length

This error occurs when you attempt to use the
aggregate() function to summarize the values in one or
more columns of a data frame in R but fail to specify the
name of the data frame when referencing the columns.

This tutorial shares exactly how to fix this error.

How to Reproduce the Error

Suppose we have the following data frame in R:
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#create data frame

df <- data.frame(team=c(‘'A’, 'A’, 'A', 'A’, 'A’, 'B', 'B’, 'B’,
c,'C),

points=c(5, 9, 12, 14, 14, 13, 10, 6, 15, 18))

#view data frame
df

team points
1A5
2A9
3A12
4A14
5A14
6B 13
7B 10
8B6
9C15
10 C 18

Now suppose we attempt to use the aggregate()
function to calculate the mean points value, grouped by
team:

#attempt to calculate mean points value by team
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aggregate(df$points, list('team'), FUN=mean)

Error in aggregate.data.frame(as.data.frame(x), ...) :
arguments must have same length

We receive an error because we failed to specify the
name of the data frame in the list() argument.

How to Fix the Error

The way to fix this error is to simply use df$team
instead of just 'team’' in the list() argument:

#calculate mean points value by team
aggregate(df$points, list(df$team), FUN=mean)

Group.1l x

1 A 10.800000
2 B 9.666667
3 C 16.500000

Notice that we don't receive any error this time because
we specified the name of the data frame in the list()
argument.

Note that if you use multiple column names in the list()
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argument then you will need to specify the data frame
name for each column name or else you will receive an

error.

The following tutorials explain how to troubleshoot

other common errors in R:

How to Fix in R: longer object length is not a multiple of

shorter object length
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