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How do | drop columns in a Pandas dataframe that are not in a specified list?

The process of dropping columns in a Pandas dataframe that are not included in a specified list
involves using the "drop" function with the "columns" parameter and specifying the list of columns
to be kept. This will remove all columns that are not included in the specified list, effectively
reducing the size of the dataframe. This method is useful for data cleaning and organizing tasks,
as it allows for the removal of unnecessary columns and focuses on the columns that are relevant
for analysis.

Pandas: Drop Columns Not in List

You can use the following basic syntax to drop columns
from a pandas DataFrame that are not in a specific list:

#define columns to keep
keep_cols =

#create new dataframe by dropping columns not in list
new df = df

This particular example will drop any columns from the
DataFrame that are not equal to coll, col2, or col3.

The following example shows how to use this syntax in
practice.

Example: Drop Columns Not in List in Pandas

Suppose we have the following pandas DataFrame that
contains information about various basketball players:
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import pandas as pd

#create DataFrame

df = pd.DataFrame({'team': ,
'‘points'; ,

‘assists':

'rebounds':

'steals': })

#view DataFrame
print(df)

team points assists rebounds steals
OA185114

1B22784

2C1971010

3D1496 12

4E141268

5F11955

6 G20995

7H284122

Now suppose that we would like to create a new
DataFrame that drops all columns that are not in the
following list of columns: team, points, and steals.
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We can use the following syntax to do so:

#define columns to keep
keep_cols =

#create new dataframe by dropping columns not in list
new_df = df

#view new dataframe
print(new_df)

team points steals
OA 184
1B 224
2C1910
3D 1412
4E 148
5F115
6 G205
7H282

Notice that each of the columns from the original
DataFrame that are not in the keep_cols list have been
dropped from the new DataFrame.
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The following tutorials explain how to perform other
common tasks in pandas:
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