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How do | delete rows in SAS?

Deleting rows in SAS refers to the process of removing specific observations from a dataset. This
can be done by using the "DATA" or "PROC" statements, along with the "DELETE" or "EXCLUDE"
keywords. The rows to be deleted can be specified by using logical expressions or by providing a
list of observation numbers. It is important to note that the deleted rows cannot be retrieved, hence
caution must be exercised while using this feature. Additionally, it is recommended to create a
backup of the dataset before deleting any rows.

Delete Rows in SAS (3 Examples)

Here are the three most common ways to delete rows in
SAS:

Method 1: Delete Rows Based on One Condition

data new_data;

set original_data;

if varl ="string" then delete;
run;

Method 2: Delete Rows Based on Several Conditions

data new_data;

set original _data,;

If varl ="string" and var2 < 10then delete;
run;

Method 3: Delete Rows Based on One of Several
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Conditions

data new_data;

set original_data;

if varl ="string" or var2 < 10 then delete;
run;

The following examples show how to use each method
with the following dataset in SAS:

[*create dataset*/
data original_data;
input team $ position $ points;
datalines;

A Guard 15

A Guard 19

A Guard 22

A Forward 25

A Forward 27

B Guard 11

B Guard 13

B Forward 19

B Forward 22

B Forward 26
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run,

[*view dataset*/

proc printdata=original _data;

Obs | team | position | points
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Example 1. Delete Rows Based on One Condition
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The following code shows how to delete all rows from

the dataset where team is equal to "A."

[*create new dataset*/

data new_data;
set original_data;

if team ="A" then delete;

run;
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[*view new dataset*/
proc printdata=new_data;

Obs | team | position | points

1| B Guard 1
2/ B | Guad 13
3|B Forward 19
4 B | Forward 22
5 B | Forward 26

Notice that all rows where team was equal to "A" have
been deleted.

Example 2: Delete Rows Based on Several Conditions

The following code shows how to delete all rows from
the dataset where team is equal to "A" andpoints is less
than 20:

[*create new dataset*/

data new_data;

set original_data;

If team ="A" and points < 20 then delete;
run;

[*view new dataset*/
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proc printdata=new_data;

Obs | team | position | points

1A Guard 22
2 A Forward 25
3|A Forward 27
4B | Guad 11
5|B Guard 13
6 B Forward 19
7|B Forward 22
8 | B Forward 26

Notice that the two rows where team was equal to "A"
andpoints was less than 20 have been deleted.

Example 3: Delete Rows Based on One of Several Conditions

The following code shows how to delete all rows from
the dataset where team is equal to "A" or points is less
than 20:

[*create new dataset*/

data new_data;

set original_data;

if team ="A" or points < 20 then delete;

run:

*view new dataset*/
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proc printdata=new_data;

Obs | team | position | points
1| B Forward 22
2| B Forward 26

Notice that the eight rows where team was equal to "A"
or points was less than 20 have been deleted.

Additional Resources

The following tutorials explain how to perform other

common tasks in SAS;
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