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Functions in R are powerful tools that allow users to perform specific tasks and return a value as a

result. The return value from a function can be used in R in various ways, depending on the

purpose of the function. For example, the return value from a function can be directly assigned to a

variable, passed as an argument to another function, or used in conditional statements.

One common use of return values from functions is to store them in variables for further analysis or

manipulation. For instance, if a function calculates the mean of a set of numbers, the return value

can be saved in a variable and used to calculate other statistics such as standard deviation or

variance.

Another way to use return values from functions is by passing them as arguments to other

functions. This allows for a more efficient and organized approach to solving complex problems.

For instance, a function that calculates the area of a circle can be called within another function

that calculates the volume of a sphere, using the return value from the first function as an input.

Return values from functions can also be used in conditional statements to control the flow of the

program. For example, a function that checks whether a number is positive or negative can return

a boolean value, which can then be used in an if statement to execute different code depending on

the result.

In summary, the return value from a function in R can be used in various ways, such as assigning it

to a variable, passing it as an argument, or using it in conditional statements. This flexibility allows

for efficient and organized coding in R.

Return Value from Function in R (With Examples)

You can use the following methods to return one or

more values from a function in R:

Method 1: Return One Value

my_function <- function(A, B) {

C <- A * B

return(C)
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}

Method 2: Return Multiple Values

my_function <- function(A, B) {

C <- A * B

D <- A + B

E <- A - B

return(list(C, D, E))

}

The following examples show how to use each method

in practice.

Example 1: Return One Value from Function in R

The following code shows how to create a function that

returns one value:

#define function that returns one value

multiply_values <- function(A, B) {

C <- A * B

return(C)

}

#use function
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multiply_values(10, 3)

30

Notice that the function returns one value: the product

of 10 and 3.

Example 2: Return Multiple Values from Function in R

The following code shows how to create a function that

returns multiple values:

math_stuff <- function(A, B) {

C <- A * B

D <- A + B

E <- A - B

return(list(C, D, E))

}

#use function

math_stuff(10, 3)

]

30

]
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13

]

7

The function returns three values:

The first value is 10 * 3 = 30The second value is 10 + 3 =

13The third value is 10 - 3 = 7

Note: In this particular example, we returned three

values but you can use similar syntax to return as many

values as you'd like using the return() argument.

Additional Resources
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