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How can the IF function be used in Excel to make a decision based on the month?

The IF function in Excel is a powerful tool that allows users to make decisions based on certain
criteria. One way in which it can be used is to make decisions based on the month. This function
can be used to set specific conditions for different months, such as applying a certain formula or
displaying a particular value. This allows for automated decision-making based on the month,
making data analysis and management more efficient and accurate. By utilizing the IF function,
users can easily create dynamic spreadsheets that adapt to changes in the month, providing a
more streamlined and organized approach to data manipulation.

Excel: Use IF Function Based on Month

You can use the following formula to use an IF function
based on a month in Excel:

=IF(MONTH(A2)=2, B2, 0)

This particular formula checks if the month in the date
of cell A2 is equal to 2, e.g. February.

If the month is February, then the formula returns the
value in cell B2.

Otherwise, the formula simply returns a value of 0.

The following example shows how to use this formula
in practice.

Example: Use IF Function Based on Month in Excel

Suppose we have the following dataset in Excel that
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contains information about sales on various dates for
some retail store;:

_ A B C D E

1 Date Sales

2 1/1/2023 14
3 1/4/2023 15
4 1/15/2023 15
5 2/10/2023 40
6 2/12/2023 38
7 2/24/2023 35
8 2/26/2023 24
9 3/14/2023 28
10 3/29/2023 25
11 3/30/2023 18
12

13

14

15

16

17

Suppose we would like to use an IF function that
returns the value of the sales if the date in column A is
in February or a value of zero if the date is not in
February.

We can type the following formula into cell C2 to do so:
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c2 v i fx  =IF(MONTH(A2)=2, B2, 0)

A B C D

1 Date Sales Sales if Date is February
2 | 1/1/2023 14 0
3 1/4/2023 15 0
4 1/15/2023 15 0
5 2/10/2023 40 40
6 2/12/2023 38 38
7 2/24/2023 35 35
8 2/26/2023 24 24
9 3/14/2023 28 0
10 3/29/2023 25 0
11 3/30/2023 18 0
12

13

14

15

16

If the date in column A is in February, then the formula
returns the corresponding value in the sales column.

Otherwise, the formula simply returns a value of zero.

Note that you can also use multiple conditions within
the IF function.

For example, you can use the following formula to
return the value of the sales if the date in column A is in
February or March, otherwise a value of zero:
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=IF(OR(MONTH(A2)=2, MONTH(A2)=3), B2, 0)

C2 v ﬁc =IF(OR(MONTH(A2)=2, MONTH(A2)=3), B2, 0)
A B C D E F

1 Date Sales Sales if Date is February or March

2 | 1/1/2023 14| 0l

3 1/4/2023 15 0

4 1/15/2023 15 0

5 2/10/2023 40 40

6 2/12/2023 38 38

7 2/24/2023 35 35

8 2/26/2023 24 24

9 3/14/2023 28 28

10 3/29/2023 25 25

11 3/30/2023 18 18

12

13

14

15

16

17

If the date in column A is in February or March, then the
formula returns the corresponding value in the sales

column.

Otherwise, the formula simply returns a value of zero.

The following tutorials explain how to perform other
common tasks in Excel:
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