
PSYCHOLOGICAL SCALES scales.arabpsychology.com

How can I utilize the Proc Contents
function in SAS, and what are some

examples of its usage?”

Authored by

stats writer

June 26, 2024

RECOMMENDED CITATION

stats writer (2024). How can I utilize the Proc Contents function in SAS, and what are some

examples of its usage?”. PSYCHOLOGICAL SCALES. Retrieved from

https://scales.arabpsychology.com/?p=153173

ARABPSYCHOLOGY.C
OM

https://scales.arabpsychology.com/?p=153173
https://scales.arabpsychology.com/?p=153173
https://scales.arabpsychology.com/?p=153173
https://scales.arabpsychology.com/?p=153173
https://scales.arabpsychology.com
https://scales.arabpsychology.com


How can I utilize the Proc Contents function in SAS, and what are some examples of its usage?” 2

PSYCHOLOGICAL SCALES scales.arabpsychology.com

The Proc Contents function in SAS is a powerful tool that allows users to view and manipulate the

metadata of SAS datasets. It provides information on variables, formats, labels, and other

attributes of a dataset. This function can be utilized in various ways, such as identifying the

structure of a dataset, checking for missing values, and detecting duplicate observations. It can

also be used to create reports and summaries of dataset attributes. Some common examples of

using Proc Contents include data exploration, data cleaning, and data profiling. Overall, the Proc

Contents function is essential for data analysis and management in SAS, providing users with

valuable insights and facilitating efficient data manipulation.

Use Proc Contents in SAS (With Examples)

You can use proc contents in SAS to print a summary

of the contents of a dataset.

The following example shows how to use this

procedure in practice.

Example: Using Proc Contents in SAS

Suppose we have the following dataset in SAS that

contains information about various basketball players:

/*create dataset*/

data original_data;

input team $ points rebounds;

datalines;

A 12 8

A 12 8

A 12 8
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A 23 9

A 20 12

A 14 7

A 14 7

B 20 2

B 20 5

B 29 4

B 14 7

B 20 2

B 20 2

B 20 5

;

run;

/*view dataset*/

proc printdata=original_data;
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We can use proc contents to obtain a summary of the

contents in the dataset:

/*view contents of dataset*/

proc contentsdata=original_data;
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The first table in the output displays various

information about the dataset but the most useful

values include:

Data Set  Name: The name of  the dataset

(original_data)Observations: The number of rows in the

dataset (14)Variables: The number of columns in the

dataset (3)
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The second table in the output displays information

about the engine and host used in SAS. In most cases,

this information won't be particularly useful to you.

The third table displays an alphabetical list of the

variables in the dataset along with their data type and

length.

From this table we can see:

points is a numeric variablerebounds is a numeric

variableteam is a character variable

If you would instead like these variables to be displayed

in the order they appear in the dataset, you can use

order=varnum as follows:

/*view contents of dataset and retain original order of

variables*/

proc contentsdata=original_data order=varnum;ARABPSYCHOLOGY.C
OM
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Conclusion

In this tutorial we saw that proc contents can be used in

SAS to obtain a summary of the contents of a dataset.

In particular, we saw that proc contents is useful for

obtaining the following information:

The size of a dataset (number of columns and rows)The

names and data type of each variable in the dataset

In practice, we often use proc contents before

performing any type of statistical analysis just to gain a

better understanding of the size and structure of a

dataset.

The following tutorials explain how to perform other

common tasks in SAS:
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