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How to Use VLOOKUP with Multiple Tables in Excel for Efficient Data Retrieval

VLOOKUP is a useful function in Microsoft Excel that allows users to search for and retrieve data
from a specific column in a table. While this function is commonly used with a single lookup table, it
can also be used with multiple lookup tables to enhance its functionality. This means that users
can perform a single VLOOKUP function to search and retrieve data from multiple tables at once,
saving time and effort. To use VLOOKUP with multiple lookup tables, users need to input the table
array and column index number for each table, followed by the appropriate lookup value. This can
be done by nesting the VLOOKUP function within an IF function, using nested INDEX and MATCH
functions, or by using the CHOOSE function. By utilizing VLOOKUP with multiple lookup tables,
users can efficiently manage and analyze data from various sources in Excel.

Excel: Use VLOOKUP with Multiple Lookup Tables

You can use the following VLOOKUP formula in Excel
to use multiple lookup tables:

=IFERROR(VLOOKUP(G2,A2:B7,2,0),VLOOKUP(G2,D2:E
7,2,0))

This particular formula attempts to look up the specific
value in cell G2 in the first column of the range A2:B7
and return the corresponding value from the second
column.

If the value in cell G2 cannot be found in the first lookup
table, then the formula will try to look for it in the first
column of the range D2:E7 and return the
corresponding value from the second column of that
range.
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The following example shows how to use this formula

In practice.

Example: Use VLOOKUP with Multiple Lookup Tables in Excel

Suppose we have two tables in Excel: One that contains
the names of various Western conference basketball
teams and another that contains the names of various
Eastern conference teams:

A B C D (E ) F

1 |East Team |Points West Team |Points

2 Celtics 22 Mavs 31
3 |Heat 14 Spurs 14
4 Magic 18 Rockets 18
5 Nets 19 Lakers 12
6 Knicks 34 Kings 19
7 Cavs 38 Warriors 30
8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

Suppose we would like to look up the team name Kings
in either table and return their corresponding points
value.

PSYCHOLOGICAL SCALES scales.arabpsychology.com



https://scales.arabpsychology.com/?p=131652
https://scales.arabpsychology.com
https://scales.arabpsychology.com

How to Use VLOOKUP with Multiple Tables in Excel for Efficient Data Retrieval

We can specify the Kings as the team name to look up
In cell G2 and then type the following formula into cell
H2:

=IFERROR(VLOOKUP(G2,A2:B7,2,0),VLOOKUP(G2,D2:E
7,2,0))

The following screenshot shows how to use this
formula in practice:

H2 v ﬁc =I[FERROR(VLOOKUP(G2,A2:B7,2,0),VLOOKUP(G2,D2:E7,2,0))
A B C D f K B G H

1 East Team|Points West Team |Points ‘Team |Points

2 |Celtics 22 Mavs 31 Kings 19_|

3 Heat 14 Spurs 14 '

4 Magic 18 Rockets 18

5 Nets 19 Lakers 12

6 Knicks 34 Kings 19

7 Cavs 38 Warriors 30

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

The formula returns 19, which is the correct points
value that corresponds to the Kings.

If we change the name of the lookup team in cell G2, the

PSYCHOLOGICAL SCALES scales.arabpsychology.com



https://scales.arabpsychology.com/?p=131652
https://scales.arabpsychology.com
https://scales.arabpsychology.com

How to Use VLOOKUP with Multiple Tables in Excel for Efficient Data Retrieval

formula will automatically update to return the correct
points value.

For example, suppose we change the team name to

Cavs:

H2 v ﬁc =I[FERROR(VLOOKUP(G2,A2:B7,2,0),VLOOKUP(G2,D2:E7,2,0))
A B C D E E L G} H

1 |East Team|Points West Team |Points ‘Team |Points

2 |Celtics 22 Mavs 31 Cavs . 38_|

3 |Heat 14 Spurs 14

4 |Magic 18 Rockets 18

5 |Nets 19 Lakers 12

6 Knicks 34 Kings 19

7 Cavs 38 Warriors 30

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

How This Formula Works

Recall the formula that we used to look up the team
name in cell G2 using multiple lookup tables:

=IFERROR(VLOOKUP(G2,A2:B7,2,0),VLOOKUP(G2,D2:E
7,2,0))
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Here is how this formula works:

First, we use VLOOKUP to attempt to look up the value
in cell G2 ("Kings") in the range A2:B7.

This will either return the second value from the range
or #NJ/A.

Then we use the IFERROR function to check if the
result from the first VLOOKUP returned #N/A or not.

If #N/A is returned, then we instead return the result
from the second VLOOKUP function, which then looks
up the value in cell G2 in the next range of D2:E7.

The following tutorials explain how to perform other
common operations in Excel:
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