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How can | use VLOOKUP to return the last matching value in Excel?

VLOOKUP is a powerful function in Excel that allows users to search for specific values in a table
and return corresponding information. One useful application of this function is using it to find the
last matching value in a table. To do this, the VLOOKUP formula must be combined with other
functions such as MAX and COUNTIF. By using these functions together, the VLOOKUP formula
can be set to search for the maximum value in a specified range, then use the COUNTIF function
to count the number of times that value appears in the table. The result of this calculation can then
be used as the lookup value in the VLOOKUP formula, returning the last matching value in the
table. This can be helpful in situations where the data in the table is constantly changing and the
user needs to find the most recent or updated information. By understanding how to use
VLOOKUP in this way, users can efficiently retrieve the last matching value in Excel.

Excel: Use VLOOKUP to Return Last Matching Value

By default, the VLOOKUP function in Excel looks up
some value in a range and returns a corresponding
value for the first match.

However, sometimes you may want to look up a value in
a range and return the corresponding value for the last
match.

The easiest way to do this in Excel is by using the
following basic syntax with the LOOKUP function:

=LOOKUP(2,1/($A$2: $A$12=F1),$C$2:$C$12)

This particular formula finds the last value in the range
A2:A12 that is equal to the value in cell F1 and returns
the corresponding value in the range C2:C12.
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The following example shows how to use this formula
In practice.

Example: Look Up Value in Excel and Return Last Matching Value

Suppose we have the following dataset in Excel that
contains information about various basketball players:

A B C D E _\F .

1T Team Assists Points

2 Mavs 4 22
3 Warriors 8 28
4 Nets 8 25
5 Nets 4 40
6 Mavs 9 31
7 Warriors 12 28
8 Spurs 7 24
9 Nets 6 18
10 Rockets 5 15
11 Nets 3 29
12 Warriors 7 12
13

14

15

16

17

18

Suppose we would like to look up the team name "Nets"
and return the value in the points column for the last
player who is on the Nets team.
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We can type the following formula into cell F2 to do so :

=L OOKUP(2,1/($A$2: $A$12=F 1), $C$2:$C$12)

The following screenshot shows how to use this
formula in practice:

F2 Vo ﬁc =LOOKUP(2,1/(5A52:5A512=F1),5C$2:5C512)
A B C D E F G

1 Team Assists Points Team Nets

2 |Mavs 4 22 Points | 29_|

3 |Warriors 8 28

4 Nets 8 25

5 |Nets 4 40

6 |Mavs 9 31

7 |Warriors 12 28

8 Spurs 7 24

9 Nets 6 18

10 Rockets 5 15

11 Nets 3 29

12 ‘Warriors 7 12

13

14

15

The formula returns a value of 29.

By looking at the data, we can confirm that this is
indeed the points value that corresponds to the last
player on the "Nets" team:
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For example, suppose we change the team name to

Warriors:
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F2 v ﬁc =LOOKUP(2,1/(SAS2:SAS12=F1),5C52:5CS512)
A B C D E F G

T Team Assists Points Team Warriors

2 |Mavs 4 22 Points 12

3 Warriors 8 28

4 |Nets 8 25

5 Nets 4 40

6 Mavs 9 31

7 'Warriors 12 28

8 Spurs 7 24

9 Nets 6 18

10 Rockets 5 15

11 |Nets 3 29

12 'Warriors 7 12

13

14

15

The formula returns a value of 12, which is the points
value that corresponds to the last player on the
Warriors" team.

The following tutorials explain how to perform other
common tasks in Excel:
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