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VBA, or Visual Basic for Applications, is a programming language used to automate tasks in
Microsoft Office applications. One of its useful features is the ability to check if a file exists. This
can be done by using the VBA "Dir" function, which searches for a specified file in a given
directory. If the file is found, the function returns the file name, otherwise it returns an empty string.
An example of using this function to check if a file named "example.txt" exists in the
"C:Documents" directory would be:

Dim fileCheck As String
fileCheck = Dir("C:Documentsexample.txt")

If fileCheck ™ Then

MsgBox "The file exists."

Else

MsgBox "The file does not exist."
End If

By utilizing the "Dir" function, users can easily check for the existence of a file in VBA and perform
further actions accordingly.

Check if File Exists Using VBA (With Example)

You can use the Dir function in VBA to check if a
specific file exists in a specific folder.

Here is one common way to use this statement in
practice:

Sub CheckFileExists()

‘ask user to type path to file
InputFile = InputBox("Check if this file exists:")

‘check if file exists and output results to message box
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If Dir(InputFile) <>"" Then
MsgBox "This File Exists"

Else

MsgBox "This File Does Not Exist"
End IfEnd Sub

This particular macro will create an input box where the
user can type a full path to a file to check if it exists.

Once the user enters the file path, the macro will then
produce a message box that says whether or not the file
exists.

The following example shows how to use this syntax in
practice.

Example: Check if File Exists Using VBA

Suppose we have a folder located in the following
location:

C:UsersbobDocumentscurrent_data

This folder contains three CSV files:
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(J Name Status Date modified
B basketball_data © 2/15/2023 10:59 AM
B football_data © 2/15/2023 10:59 AM
B soccer_data ) 2/15/2023 10:59 AM

Suppose we would like to use VBA to check if a file
called soccer_data.csv exists in this folder.

We can create the following macro to do so:
Sub CheckFileExists()

‘ask user to type path to file
InputFile = InputBox("Check if this file exists:")

‘check if file exists and output results to message box
If Dir(InputFile) <>"" Then
MsgBox "This File Exists"
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Else
MsgBox "This File Does Not Exist"

End IfEnd Sub

Once we run this macro, an input box appears where we

can type in the file path:

D E F G H A
Microsoft Excel X
| Check if this file exists: OK
Cancel

We will type in the full path to the soccer_data.csv file:
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D E F G H J K
Microsoft Excel X
Check if this file exists: OK
Cancel

| C:\Users\bob\Documents\current_data\soccer data.csv

Once we click OK, a message box will appear that tells
us if the file exists in the folder that we specified:

Microsoft Excel X

This File Exists

OK
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The message box tells us that the file does exist.

Note: You can find the complete documentation for the

Dir function .
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