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How can | use the IF function in Excel with negative numbers?

The IF function in Microsoft Excel allows users to set specific conditions and perform different
actions based on those conditions. This function can also be used with negative numbers by
setting a condition for negative values and specifying the desired action to be performed. By
including negative numbers in the IF function, users can easily manipulate and analyze data with
different criteria, making it a versatile tool for data analysis and decision making.

Excel: Use IF Function with Negative Numbers

You can use the following formulas to use an IF
function with negative numbers in Excel:

Method 1: Use IF Function to Check if Cell Contains
Negative Number

=IF(B2<0, "Yes", "No")

This formula will return "Yes" if the value in cell B2 is
negative (i.e. less than zero) - otherwise it will return
IINO.II

Method 2: Use IF Function to Check if Cell is Negative,
Zero or Positive

=IF(B2=0,"Zero" ,IF(B2>0,"Positive", "Negative"))

This formula will return the following values:
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"Zero" if cell B2 is equal to zero."Positive" if cell B2 is a
positive value."Negative" if cell B2 is a negative value.

The following examples show how to use each formula
in practice with the following dataset in Excel:
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Example 1: Use IF Function to Check if Cell Contains Negative
Number

We can type the following formula into cell C2 to return
"Yes" if the value in cell B2 is negative or return "No"
otherwise:
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=IF(B2<0, "Yes", "No")

We can then click and drag this formula down to each
remaining cell in column C:

C2 v Jfx  =IF(B2<0, "Yes", "No")
A B C D E

1 Employee Net Sales Negative Net Sales?

2 A 4 No

3 B 3 No

4 C 0 No

5 D 12 No

6 E 15 No

7 F -1 Yes

8 G 0 No

9 H -4 Yes

10 |1 -2 Yes

11 J 9 No
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The formula returns "Yes" for each row where the value
in the Net Sales column is negative and "No" for each
row where the value is positive.
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Example 2: Use IF Function to Check if Cell is Negative, Zero or
Positive

=IF(B2=0,"Zero" ,IF(B2>0,"Positive", "Negative"))

We can then click and drag this formula down to each
remaining cell in column C:

c2 v Jfx  =IF(B2=0,"Zero",IF(B2>0,"Positive", "Negative"))
A B C D _\ b F

1 Employee NetSales Net Sales Value

2 A 4 Positive

3 B 3 Positive

4 C 0 Zero

5 D 12 Positive

6 E 15 Positive

7 F -1 Negative

8 G 0 Zero

9 H -4 Negative

10 11 -2 Negative

11 ) 9 Positive
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The formula returns "Zero", "Negative" or "Positive"
depending on the corresponding value in column A.
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The following tutorials explain how to perform other
common tasks in Excel:
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