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How can | use the file.choose() function in R with an example?

The file.choose() function in R allows users to select files from their computer's file system and use
them within their R code. This function is useful for importing data or scripts into R, as it eliminates
the need to manually type out the file path.

To use the file.choose() function, simply type "file.choose()" into the console and hit enter. This will
open a file selection window where you can browse and choose the desired file.

For example, if you have a CSV file named "data.csv" saved on your desktop, you can use the
file.choose() function to select and import it into R. The code would look like this:

my_data

Use file.choose() in R (With Example)

You can use the file.choose() function in R to bring up a
file explorer window that allows you to interactively
choose a file path to work with.

To use this function, simply type the following into your
R console:

file.choose()

The following example shows how to use this function
in practice.

Example: How to Use file.choose() in R

Suppose we have some file called dfl.csv located in a
folder called my _data files that we'd like to import into
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our R environment;

Documents > my_data_files v O £ Search my_data_files
0 Name Status Date modified
B df1 © 4/21/2022 10:58 AM
o df2 © 4/21/2022 10:58 AM
B df3 © 4/21/2022 11:12 AM
more_data = 4/22/2022 11:16 AM
some_data & 4/22/2022 11:16 AM
£ >

m

However, suppose we don't know the exact file path of
this CSV file.

To quickly find it, we can type file.choose() into our R
console:
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- Console  Terminal Jobs

~/
> file.choose()|

Environment  History = Connections
1 | = ¢/
= I I Import Dataset ~ | &

1 Global Environment ~

A file explorer window will appear where we can then

navigate to the folder that contains this file:
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. Console  Terminal Jobs
* Source *| = ~/
> file.choose()

Select file X
Look in: | | my_data_fies ~l B cxE
Name a Status Date modified Type

@] df1 ® 4/21/2022 10:58 AM Microsoft Excel C...

B df2 @) 4/21/2022 10:58 AM Microsoft Excel C...

@] df3 ® 4/21/2022 11:12 AM Microsoft Excel C...

| more_data @) 4/22/2022 11:16 AM Text Document

|| some_data @ 4/22/2022 11:16 AM Text Document

L

< >
e | S (o= ]|
Fies of type:  [Allfiles (") | Cancel | |«

VAT TrroTT T OUoUdT U T Vvar ragvrcy

Note: If you don't see the file explorer window, check to
see if it opened behind RStudio.

When you double click on the file you'd like, the file
path will automatically appear in your R console:

"C:UsersbobDocumentsmy_data filesdfl.csv"
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You can then use this path to import the file into R:

#import dfl.csv file
df <-
read.csv("C:UsersbobDocumentsmy_data filesdfl.csv"

)

#view result
df

points assists
143
252
354
464
586
693

Additional Resources

The following tutorials explain how to perform other
common tasks in R:
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