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How to Easily Update Formulas in Excel Using Find and Replace

Find and Replace is a useful feature in Excel that allows users to quickly and efficiently modify data
within a spreadsheet. This feature can also be used within formulas, making it possible to update
multiple formulas at once. To use Find and Replace within formulas, simply select the cells
containing the formulas you wish to change, then use the keyboard shortcut "Ctrl+H" or go to the
"Find and Replace" option in the Home" tab. From there, you can enter the old value you want to
replace and the new value you want to replace it with. This will update all the formulas in the
selected cells, saving you time and effort. This feature is particularly helpful when working with
large amounts of data or when making repetitive changes to formulas.

Excel: Use Find and Replace Within Formulas

Often you may want to use the Find and Replace feature
in Excel to replace values in formulas in an Excel sheet.

Fortunately this is easy to do and the following example
shows how to do so.

Example: How to Use Find and Replace Within Formulas in Excel

Suppose we have the following dataset in Excel that
contains information about sales and revenue for
various retail stores:
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C2 voi Jx  =B2*$BS8

A B C D E
1 Store Sales Revenue
2 |A 10 $20
3 B 14 528
4 |C 13 $26
5 D 12 S24
6 |E 20 S40
7
8 Price S2
9 New Price S3

Currently the values in the Revenue column are
calculated by multiplying the corresponding value in
the Sales column by the value in the Price cell, which is
located in cell $B$8.

Suppose we would like to replace the cell reference
$B$8 in each formula in the Revenue column with a new
cell reference of $B$9 so that the revenue values are
calculated using the new price of $3.

To do so, we can type the shortcut Ctrl + G to bring up
the Go To window:
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Go To ? X

Go to:

| Reference:

Special... Cancel

Click the Special button in the bottom left corner.

In the new window that appears, click the button next to
Formulas:
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Go To Special ? X
Select
() Notes () Row differences
O Constants O Column differences
o Formulas O Precedents
Numbers O Dependents
Text Direct only
Logicals All levels
Errors O Last cell
O Blanks O Visible cells only
() Current region () Conditional formats
O Current array O Data validation
O Objects All
Same

Once you click OK, all cells that contain formulas in the
Excel sheet will be selected:

c2 v " fx =B2*$B$8
A B C D E

1 Store Sales Revenue

2 |A 10 $20

3 |B 14 $28

4 |C 13 $26

5 |D 12 $24

6 |E 20 $40

7 &

8 Price S2

9 New Price S3
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With these cells selected, type Ctrl + H to bring up the
Find and Replace window.

Then type $B$8 in the Find what box and then type
$B$9 in the Replace with box:

Find and Replace O X
Find Replace

Find what: $B$8 v

Replace with: | $B%9 v

Options >>

Replace All Replace Find All Eind Next Close

c2 v fx =B2*$BS9
A B C D E

1 Store Sales Revenue

2 |A 10 $30

3 |B 14 S42

4 (C 13 $39

5 |D 12 $36

6 |E 20 $60

5

8 Price S2

9 New Price S3

10

11

12
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We can see that the new values in the Revenue column
are now calculated by multiplying the corresponding
value in the Sales column with the value in the New
Price cell.

The following tutorials explain how to perform other
common operations in Excel:
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