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How can | use Excel to find the first occurrence of a specific value in a column?

Excel is a powerful spreadsheet software that can be used to efficiently organize and analyze data.
One useful feature of Excel is its ability to quickly locate the first occurrence of a specific value in a
column. This can be done by using the "Find" function, which allows you to search for a specific
value within a selected column. By using this function, you can easily locate and identify the first
occurrence of the desired value, saving time and effort in data analysis.

Excel: Find First Occurrence of a Value in Column

You can use the following formula to find the first
occurrence of a value in a column in Excel:

=COUNTIF($A$2:$A2,$A2)=1

This particular formula returns a value of TRUE for the
first occurrence of each unique value in column A and a
value of FALSE for all other values.

If you would like to return a 1 or O instead, you can use
the following formula:

=(COUNTIF($A$2:$A2,$A2)=1)+0

The following example shows how to use these
formulas in practice.

Example: Find First Occurrence of a Value in Column in Excel

Suppose we have the following dataset that contains
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iInformation about points scored by basketball players
on various teams:

A B C D E

1T Team Points

2 Rockets 22
3 Spurs 19
4 Spurs 14
5 Mavericks 35
6 Rockets 40
7 Nets 28
8 Hornets 17
9 Nets 10
10 Kings 14
11 /Nets 14
12 Nets 29
13 |Spurs 35
14

15

16

17

18

We can type the following formula into cell C2 to return
either TRUE or FALSE to indicate whether or not the
team name in cell A2 is the first occurrence of that team
name in column A:

=COUNTIF($A$2:$A2,$A2)=1

We can then click and drag this formula down to each
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remaining cell in column C:

Cc2 v ﬁc =COUNTIF(SAS2:5A2,5A2)=1
_ A B C D E

1 Team Points First Team Occurrence?

2 |Rockets 22 TRUE

3 |Spurs 19 TRUE

4 |Spurs 14 FALSE

5 'Mavericks 35 TRUE

6 |Rockets 40 FALSE

7 |Nets 28 TRUE

8 Hornets 17 TRUE

9 |Nets 10 FALSE

10 Kings 14 TRUE

11 Nets 14 FALSE

12 Nets 29 FALSE

13 |Spurs 35 FALSE

14

15

16

17

18

-
o

The formula returns either TRUE or FALSE to indicate
whether or not the corresponding team name in column
A is the first occurrence of that team name.

For example:

The value of "Rockets" in row 2 receives a value of
TRUE since it is the first occurrence of that team name
in column A.The value of "Spurs" in row 3 receives a
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value of TRUE since it is the first occurrence of that
team name in column A.The value of "Spurs" in row 4
receives a value of FALSE since it is not the first
occurrence of that team name in column A.

And so on.

=(COUNTIF($A$2:$A2,$A2)=1)+0

You can then click and drag this formula down to each
remaining cell in column C:

Cc2 v ﬁc =(COUNTIF(SAS2:5A2,5A2)=1)+0
A B « € J D E

1T Team Points First Team Occurrence?

2 Rockets 22 1

3 Spurs 19 1

4 Spurs 14 0

5 Mavericks 35 1

6 Rockets 40 0

7 |Nets 28 1

8 Hornets 17 1

9 Nets 10 0

10 |Kings 14 1

11 Nets 14 0

12 Nets 29 0

13 |Spurs 35 0

14

15

16

17

18

b]
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Now the formula returns either 1 or 0 to indicate
whether or not the corresponding team name in column
A is the first occurrence of that team name.

The following tutorials explain how to perform other

common tasks in Excel:
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