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Replacing NAs (missing values) with strings in R can be done using the "replace()" function. This

function takes in three arguments: the vector or data frame, the value to be replaced, and the value

to replace it with. This allows for NAs to be replaced with specific strings of choice, rather than

numerical values.

For example, if we have a data frame called "df" with a column named "gender" that contains NAs,

we can use the following code to replace the NAs with the string "Unknown":

df$gender <- replace(df$gender, is.na(df$gender), "Unknown")

This will replace all the NAs in the "gender" column with the string "Unknown".

Another example is if we have a vector named "age" with NAs and we want to replace them with

the string "Not Available", we can use the following code:

age <- replace(age, is.na(age), "Not Available")

This will replace all the NAs in the "age" vector with the string "Not Available".

In summary, using the "replace()" function in R allows for easy replacement of NAs with specific

strings, providing more control and flexibility in handling missing values in data.

Replace NAs with Strings in R (With Examples)

You can use the replace_na() function from the tidyr

package to replace NAs with specific strings in a

column of a data frame in R:

#replace NA values in column x with "missing"

df$x %>% replace_na('none')

You can also use this function to replace NAs with

specific strings in multiple columns of a data frame:

ARABPSYCHOLOGY.C
OM

https://scales.arabpsychology.com/?p=141577
https://scales.arabpsychology.com
https://scales.arabpsychology.com


How can I replace NAs with strings in R, and could you provide some examples? 3

PSYCHOLOGICAL SCALES scales.arabpsychology.com

#replace NA values in column x with "missing" and NA

values in column y with "none"

df %>% replace_na(list(x = 'missing', y = 'none'))

The following examples show how to use this function

in practice.

Example 1: Replace NAs with Strings in One Column

The following code shows how to replace NAs with a

specific string in one column of a data frame:

library(tidyr)

df <- data.frame(status=c('single', 'married', 'married',

NA),

education=c('Assoc', 'Bach', NA, 'Master'),

income=c(34, 88, 92, 90))

#view data frame

df

status education income

1 single Assoc 34

2 married Bach 88

3 married <NA> 92
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4 <NA> Master 90

#replace missing values with 'single' in status column

df$status <- df$status %>% replace_na('single')

#view updated data frame

df

status education income

1 single Assoc 34

2 married Bach 88

3 married <NA> 92

4 single Master 90

Example 2: Replace NAs with Strings in Multiple Columns

The following code shows how to replace NAs with a

specific string in multiple columns of a data frame:

library(tidyr)

df <- data.frame(status=c('single', 'married', 'married',

NA),

education=c('Assoc', 'Bach', NA, 'Master'),

income=c(34, 88, 92, 90))
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#view data frame

df

status education income

1 single Assoc 34

2 married Bach 88

3 married <NA> 92

4 <NA> Master 90

#replace missing values with 'single' in status column

df <- df %>% replace_na(list(status = 'single', education

= 'none'))

#view updated data frame

df

status education income

1 single Assoc 34

2 married Bach 88

3 married none 92

4 single Master 90
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