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“How can | rename an object in R? Can you provide some examples?”

In order to rename an object in R, the function "names()” or ‘colnames()’ can be used. These
functions allow for the modification of the names assigned to objects within R, providing greater
flexibility and clarity in data analysis. For example, if an object is named "data_1" but a more
descriptive name is desired, the command “names(data_1)

Rename an Object in R (With Examples)

To rename an object in R, we can use the assighment
operator as follows:

new_name <- old_name

This syntax can be used to rename vectors, data
frames, matrices, lists, and any other type of data object
in R.

The following example shows how to use this syntax in
practice.

Example: Rename Object in R

Suppose we have the following data frame called
my_data in R:

#create data frame
some_data <- data.frame(x=c(3, 4, 4, 5, 9),
y=c(3, 8, 7, 10, 4),
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z=c(1, 2, 2,6, 7))

#view data frame
some_data

XYy Z
1331
2482
3472
45106
5947

We can use the assignment operator to rename this
data frame to new_data:

#rename data frame
new_data <- some_data

#view data frame
new_data

Xy z
1331
2482
3472
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45106
5947

Notice that we're able to type new_data to view this data
frame now.

However, it's important to note that the old name
some_data can still be used to reference this data
frame:

#view data frame
some_data

Xy z
1331
2482
3472
45106
5947

To remove this name from our R environment, we can
use the rm() function:

#remove old name of data frame
rm(some_data)
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Now if we attempt to use the old name, the object will
no longer be in an our environment:

#attempt to use old name to view data frame
some_data

Error: object 'some_data' not found

Additional Resources
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