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How to Remove Duplicate Rows in Power BI: A Step-by-Step Guide

Removing duplicates in Power Bl is a process of identifying and removing duplicate rows from a
dataset in order to improve data accuracy and analysis. This can be achieved by using built-in
functions and tools such as the "Remove Duplicates" feature, which allows users to select specific
columns and remove identical rows. Additionally, Power Bl also offers advanced options such as
merging queries and using custom scripts to further eliminate duplicates. By removing duplicates,
users can ensure that their data is more reliable and can make more informed decisions based on
accurate information.

Remove Duplicates in Power Bl (With Example)

The easiest way to remove duplicate rows in a table in
Power Bl is to use the Remove Duplicates feature within
the Power Query Editor.

The following example shows how to use this feature in
practice.

Example: How to Remove Duplicates in Power Bl

Suppose we have the following table in Power Bl that
contains information about various basketball players:
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File Home Help Table tools

@ Name | my_data @ EEE'

New Quick New New
measure measure column table

Structure Calendars Relationships Calculations
m X
Team B Position E' Points B
@ A Guard 22
@E A Guard 14
A Forward 18
A Forward 39
A Center 30
B Guard 25
B Forward 18
B Forward 12
B Center 17
B Center 20
C Guard 22
@ Guard 23
@ Forward 40
C Center 23
C Center 28

Notice that there are several rows that contain the same
value for the Team and Position columns.

Suppose that we would like to remove the rows that
have duplicate values across these two columns.

To do so, click the Home tab along the top ribbon, then
click the Transform data icon:
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File Home Help Table tools
B © E® b P =
I:\Ia Copy E m B @ - _/ =|
Get Excel Onelake data SQL Enter Dataverse Recent Transform|Refresh Manage
data~v workbook hub + Server data sources v data v relationships
Clipboard Data Queries Relationships
m X Vv

This will bring up the Power Query Editor:

1 | | = |Untitled - Power Query Editor

Home Transform Add Column View Tools Help

=X i AN j AN 75 I [ Properties |:| Y, EX
=t O Q = S D,Advanced Editor ‘ ‘ ‘ | ‘
Close & New  Recent Enter  Data source Manage Refresh Choose  Remove Keep Remove
Apply ~  Source ~ Sources ~ Data settings Parameters ~  Preview ™ £ MaD N Columns ~ Columns ~  Rows > Rows ~
Close New Query Data Sources  Parameters Query Manage Columns Reduce Rows Sc
Queries [1] < fx = Table.TransformColumnTypes(#"Promoted Headers",{{"Team", type tex:
= my_data . AB Team '-'J] AB- Position ~ | 123 Points -
1 A Guard 22
2 A Guard 14
3 A Forward 18
4 A Forward 39
5 A Center 30
6 |B Guard 25
7 |B Forward 18
8 |B Forward 12
9 B Center 17
10 B Center 20
1 C Guard 22
12 C Guard 23
13 C Forward 40
14 C Center 23
15 C Center 28

While holding Ctrl, click the columns named Team and
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Position. Then right click and click the option called
Remove Duplicates:

Lata >ources raramerters wuery Ivianage Loiumns Reauce ROws
fx = Table.TransformColumnTypes(#"Promoted Headers",{{"Team", type t

izl B B i -
T A Guard % Remove Columns
2 A Guard Remove Other Columns
3 A Forward 71l Add Column From Examples...
4 A Forward Remove Duplicates
5 A Center Remove Errors
5 B Guard 5, Replace Values...

Fill '
7 B Forward

Change Type '
83 B Forward g yp

Transform ’
3 B Center

Merge Columns
0O B Center =G f

= Grou
1 C Guard = .p y
%= Unpivot Columns

2 |C ez Unpivot Other Columns
3. ¢C Forward Unpivot Only Selected Columns
4 = Center Move ,
5 = Center 28

This will remove rows that have duplicate values across
both the Team and Position columns:
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1 A Guard 22
2 A Forward 18
3 A Center 30
4 B Guard 25
5 |B Forward 18
6 B Center 17
7 |C Guard 22
8 C Forward 40
9 C Center 23

When you exit out of the Power Query Editor, it will ask
iIf you'd like to apply the changes you made to the
original table.

Click Yes to apply the changes.

The following tutorials explain how to perform other
common tasks in Power BI:
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