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How can | read hierarchical data into SPSS?

Hierarchical data refers to a type of data where the information is organized in a parent-child
relationship, with one or more levels of categories or subgroups. In order to read hierarchical data
into SPSS, you can follow these steps:

1. Identify the structure of your hierarchical data and determine the levels of categories or
subgroups.

2. Use a data file format that is compatible with SPSS, such as CSV or Excel.

3. Organize your data in a tabular format, with the first column containing the unique identifier for
each record and subsequent columns representing the different levels of categories or subgroups.
4. Import the data file into SPSS by going to File > Open > Data and selecting the appropriate file.
5. Once the data is imported, use the "Data" tab to explore and manipulate the hierarchical data.
By following these steps, you can easily read hierarchical data into SPSS and perform statistical
analysis on your data.

How can | read hierarchical data into SPSS? | SPSS
FAQ

Suppose that your data file has two different kinds of
records, family records and person

records. How do you read the data so that the family
information is included

for each person?

Here is an example dataset with two kinds of records:
Family records and person records. The data are
organized such that the family record comes first and
all the person records for that family follow it. The
family records are the shorter data lines and the person
records are the longer ones.
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0647011
321612320
19082 230 1
0747010
112312401
0847010
437112270
0947010
40221 2131
41162 222 0
16173224 1
1047011
30111 2200
362222111
1147010
217512170
33962 2101
321432261

Here are the codebooks for the family and person
records.

family record: person record:

column 1-5 family id column 1-4 person id
column 7 record type column 5 person number
(1 = family) column 7 record type

column 9 group (2= preson)

column 8-9 age

column 11 male

The following syntax example reads and displays in the
data from the two different types of

records. The file type is nested and the number in
column seven indicates
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which record type the data belong to. There is a
separate data list for each record

type.

file type nested record=7.

record type 1.

data list / famid 1-5 group 9.

record type 2.

data list / personid 1-4 pernum 5 age 8-9 male 11.
end file type.

begin data
0647011
32161 2320
19082 230 1
0747010
11231 2401
0847010
43711 2270
0947010
40221 213 1
41162 2220
16173 224 1
1047011
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30111 2200
36222 2111
1147010

217512170
33962 2101
32143 226 1
end data.

list.

Here is what the final dataset looks like.

FAMID GROUP PERSONID PERNUM AGE MALE

6470132161320
6470119082301
7470011231401
8470043711270
9470040221131
947004116 2220
9470016173241

10470130111200
10470136222 111
11470021751 170
11470033962 101
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1147003214326 1

Number of cases read: 12 Number of cases listed: 12
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