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How can | highlight the top N values in a specific column using VBA?

VBA (Visual Basic for Applications) is a programming language used to automate tasks in
Microsoft Excel. It allows users to create custom functions and macros to perform various
operations on data within a spreadsheet. One such task is highlighting the top N values in a
specific column. This can be achieved by writing a VBA code that sorts the data in the column and
then applies a formatting rule to highlight the top N values. The code can be customized to specify
the number of top values to be highlighted and the formatting style to be applied. This method is
useful for quickly identifying and analyzing the highest values in a dataset, making it a valuable tool
for data analysis and decision making.

VBA: Highlight Top N Values in Column

You can use the following syntax in VBA to highlight
the top N values in a column in Excel:

Sub HighlightTopN()

Dim rng As Range
Dim EntireRange As Range

'specify range to use
Set EntireRange = Range("Az:Alln)

‘highlight top 3 values in rangeFor Each rng In
EntireRange

Fori=1To 3

If rng.Value = WorksheetFunction.Large(EntireRange, i)
Then
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rng.Interior.Color = vbYellow
End IfNextNext rngEnd Sub

This particular macro will highlight the top 3 largest
values in the range A2:A11.

To highlight a different number of top values, simply
change the line For i =1 To 3 to have a different upper
bound.

The following example shows how to use this syntax in
practice.

Example: Highlight Top N Values in Column Using VBA

Suppose we have the following values in column A of
our Excel worksheet:
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1 Values

2 4
3 28
4 12
5 15
6 22
7 40
8 34
9 7
10 12
11 18
12

13

14

15

16

17

18

We can create the following macro to highlight the top 3
largest values in the range A2:A11:

Sub HighlightTopN()

Dim rng As Range
Dim EntireRange As Range

'specify range to use
Set EntireRange = Range("Az:Alln)

‘highlight top 3 values in rangeFor Each rng In
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EntireRange

Fori=1To 3

If rng.Value = WorksheetFunction.Large(EntireRange, i)

Then

rng.Interior.Color = vbYellow
End IfNextNext rngEnd Sub

When we run this macro, we receive the following

output:

A
Values
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Notice that the cells with the top 3 largest values in
column A are now highlighted.

Note that you can also change the color to use for
highlighting along with the number of top values to
highlight.

For example, we can use the following macro to
highlight the top 5 values in column A in green:

Sub HighlightTopN()

Dim rng As Range
Dim EntireRange As Range

'specify range to use
Set EntireRange = Range("A2:A11")

‘highlight top 5 values in rangeFor Each rng In
EntireRange

Fori=1Tob5

If rng.Value = WorksheetFunction.Large(EntireRange, i)
Then
rng.Interior.Color = vbGreen
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End IfNextNext rngEnd Sub

When we run this macro, we receive the following

output:

Values
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Notice that the cells with the top 5 largest values in
column A are now highlighted in green.
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