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How can | fix the error in R where the names do not match previous names?

This error in R occurs when the names of variables or objects do not match with the previous
names used in the code. This can lead to confusion and incorrect results. To fix this error, one can
use the "names()" function to check the current names and compare them with the previous
names. If there is a mismatch, the "names()" function can be used to assign the correct names.
Alternatively, the "colnames()" function can also be used to change the column names in a data
frame. Ensuring consistency in naming conventions and regularly checking for any discrepancies
can help prevent this error from occurring.

Fix Error in R: names do not match previous names
One common error you may encounter in R is:

Error in match.names(clabs, names(xi)) :
names do not match previous names

This error occurs when you attempt to use the rbind()
function to row bind two data frames, but the column
names of the two data frames don't match.

This tutorial shares the exact steps you can use to
troubleshoot this error.

Example: How to Fix 'names do not match previous names'

Suppose we have the following two data frames in R:

#create and view first data frame
dfl <- data.frame(varl=c(1, 3, 3, 4, 5),
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var2=c(7,7, 8, 3, 2))
dfl

varl var2
117
237
338
443
552

#create and view first second frame
df2 <- data.frame(var3=c(3, 3, 6, 6, 8),
vard=c(1, 1, 2, 8, 9))

df2

var3 var4
131
231
362
468
589

If we attempt to use the rbind() function to row bind
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these two data frames, we'll get an error:

#attempt to row bind the two data frames
rbind(dfl, df2)

Error in match.names(clabs, names(xi)) :
names do not match previous names

We get this error because the column names of the two
data frames don't match.

The first data frame has the following column names:
varlvar2

And the second data frame has the following column
names:

var3var4

We can even use the following code to check whether
the column names are identical between the two data
frames:

#check if column names are identical between two data
frames
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identical(names(dfl), names(df2))

FALSE

We can see that the column names are not identical.

#define two data frames
dfl <- data.frame(varl=c(1, 3, 3, 4, 5),
var2=c(7, 7, 8, 3, 2))

df2 <- data.frame(var3=c(3, 3, 6, 6, 8),
vard=c(1, 1, 2, 8, 9))

#rename second data frame columns
names(df2) <- c('varl', 'var2')

#row bind the two data frames
rbind(dfl, df2)

varl var2
117
237
338
443
552
631
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731
862
968
1089

We can see that rbind() was able to successfully row
bind the two data frames since the column names
matched.

Another way to fix this error would be to use the
names() function to automatically assign the column
names of the first data frame to the second data frame:

#define two data frames
dfl <- data.frame(varl=c(1, 3, 3, 4, 5),
var2=c(7, 7, 8, 3, 2))

df2 <- data.frame(var3=c(3, 3, 6, 6, 8),
vard=c(1, 1, 2, 8, 9))

#rename second data frame columns
names(df2) <- names(dfl)

#row bind the two data frames
rbind(dfl, df2)
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varl var2
117
237
338
443
552
631
731
862
068
1089

Once again, rbind() is able to row bind the two data
frames successfully because they share the same
column names.
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