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Finding the location of a specific character in a string in R can be achieved by using the built-in

function `grep()`. This function takes in a character or a regular expression pattern and searches

for it within a given string or vector of strings. It then returns the index or indices where the match is

found, allowing for easy identification of the location of the desired character. This method is useful

for various data manipulation and analysis tasks in R, such as extracting certain substrings or

replacing specific characters within a string.

Find Location of Character in a String in R

You can use the following methods to find the location

of a character in a string in R:

Method 1: Find Location of Every Occurrence

unlist(gregexpr('character', my_string))

Method 2: Find Location of First Occurrence

unlist(gregexpr('character', my_string))

Method 3: Find Location of Last Occurrence

tail(unlist(gregexpr('character', my_string)), n=1)

Method 4: Find Total Number of Occurrences

length(unlist(gregexpr('character', my_string)))
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The following examples show how to use each method

in practice.

Method 1: Find Location of Every Occurrence

The following code shows how to find every location of

the character "a" in a certain string:

#define string

my_string = 'mynameisronalda'

#find position of every occurrence of 'a'

unlist(gregexpr('a', my_string))

4 12 15

From the output we can see that the character "a"

occurs in position 4, 12, and 15 of the string.

Method 2: Find Location of First Occurrence

The following code shows how to find the location of

the first occurrence of the character "a" in a certain

string:

#define string

my_string = 'mynameisronalda'
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#find position of first occurrence of 'a'

unlist(gregexpr('a', my_string))

4

Method 3: Find Location of Last Occurrence

The following code shows how to find the location of

the last occurrence of the character "a" in a certain

string:

#define string

my_string = 'mynameisronalda'

#find position of last occurrence of 'a'

tail(unlist(gregexpr('a', my_string)), n=1)

15

From the output we can see that the last occurrence of

the character "a" is in position 15 of the string.

Method 4: Find Total Number of Occurrences

The following code shows how to find the total number

of occurrences of the character "a" in a certain string:

#define string
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my_string = 'mynameisronalda'

#find total occurrences of 'a'

length(unlist(gregexpr('a', my_string)))

3

From the output we can see that the character "a"

occurs 3 times in the string.

Additional Resources
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