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How can | find differently ordered pairs in my data in SPSS?

To find differently ordered pairs in SPSS, you can use the "Sort Cases" function under the "Data"
tab. This will allow you to rearrange the order of the data based on the variables of your choosing.
You can also use the "Recode into Different Variables" function to create new variables with the
same data but in a different order. Additionally, the "Split File" option can be used to divide the data
into groups based on a variable, allowing you to compare and analyze different ordered pairs
within the same dataset.

How can | find differently ordered pairs in my data? |
SPSS FAQ

Suppose that you have a group of people. Each person
Is given his or

her own unique id number. Next, one by one, you ask
each person to pick a

partner. For each person, you write down his or her id
number in one

column, and the id number of the partner in a second
column. So, the first

person picks a partner, and then both people rejoin the
group. Then the

next person selects a partner. Some people will select
the person who had

selected them as a partner, while others will select a
new person to be their

partner. A small, example data set might look like the
one below.
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110 210
514 856
210 110
210 111
693 246

Now suppose that you want to find all of the unique
pairs of people.

You will notice that the third case contains the same
two person id numbers as

the first case. Hence, the third case should be flagged
as a duplicate.

How can we do this in SPSS?

First, we are going to input the data as string variables
(sid1 and

sid2), and then make numeric copies of them (nid1 and
nid2).

(Of course, you could input the data as numeric
variables and then make string

copies of them.) Next, we are going to concatenate the
string variables in

two ways. Because we are concatenating the variables,
they need to be
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strings. First, we will concatenate them such that the
smallest id number

Is first. Next, we will concatenate them such that the
largest id number

Is first. We need the numeric version of the variables to
determine which

Is the smallest and which is the largest of the two
variables. Once we

have done this, we can sort the new variable created by
the concatenation and

create the flag variable. Below is the syntax for these
steps.

data list list

/ sid1 (A3) sid2 (A3).
begin data.

110 210

514 856

210 110

210 111

693 246

end data.

recode sidl (convert) into nid1l.
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recode sid2 (convert) into nid2.
string pairid (AG6).

if (nid1 It nid2) pairid = concat(sidl, sid2).
if (nid1 gt nid2) pairid = concat(sid2, sidl).

sort cases by pairid.

compute flag = 0.
if pairid = lag(pairid) flag = 1.
exe.

The final data set is shown below.

110

110 1210 110.00 210,00 (110210 00

210 |10 210.00 110,00 (110210 1.00

210 11 210.00 100111210 00

BY3 [246 B53.00 246,00 | 246693 0a

514 |56 514.00 a6, 00 (514856 00
Data View

Once you have identified the duplicates, you can easily
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filter or delete them
from your data set.
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