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How can I filter cells in Excel that contain multiple words?

In Excel, it is possible to filter cells that contain multiple words by using the "Contains" option in the
filter menu. This allows you to search for specific words or phrases within a cell, and only display
the cells that contain those words. This can be useful for organizing data and finding specific
information within a larger dataset. By using this feature, you can easily narrow down your data to
only show the cells that meet your criteria, making it easier to analyze and work with.

Excel: Filter Cells that Contain Multiple Words

You can use the following syntax to filter cells in Excel
that contain multiple words:

=FILTER(A2:B8,ISNUMBER(SEARCH("word1",
A2:A8))*ISNUMBER(SEARCH("word2", A2:A8)))

This formula will return the rows in the range A2:B8
where the cells in the range A2:A8 contain both "word1"
and "word2."

The following example shows how to use this syntax in
practice.

Example: Filter Cells that Contain Multiple Words

Suppose we have the following dataset in Excel that
contains the title and years of experience for staff
members of a sports team:
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| A 7 B @ D E
Title Years

Head Coach 12

Assistant Coach 5

Assistant Conditioning Coach 7

Assistant Strength Coach 7

Manager 20

Clubhouse Manager 10

Assistant Clubhouse Manager 6
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We can use the following formula to filter for the rows
where the title contains the word "Assistant" and
"Coach" in the same cell:

=FILTER(A2:B8,ISNUMBER(SEARCH("Assistant",
A2:A8))*ISNUMBER(SEARCH("Coach", A2:A8)))

The following screenshot shows how to use this
formula in practice:
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D1 = K =FILTER(A2:B8,ISNUMBER(SEARCH("Assistant", A2:A8))*IS|
A | B & D E .

1 |[Title Years Assistant Coach _l 5
Head Coach 12 Assistant Conditioning Coach 7
Assistant Coach 5 Assistant Strength Coach 7
Assistant Conditioning Coach 7
Assistant Strength Coach 7
Manager 20
'Clubhouse Manager 10
\Assistant Clubhouse Manager 6

32zl z 3R 2] e |~ v | s |w|s

We can see that the filter only returns the three rows
that contain the word "Assistant” and "Coach" in the
same cell.

It's important to note that we can also use substrings
when filtering.

For example, we could use the following formula to
filter for the rows where the title contains the word
"Assist" and "Coach" in the same cell:

=FILTER(A2:B8,ISNUMBER(SEARCH("Assist",
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A2:A8))*ISNUMBER(SEARCH("Coach", A2:A8)))

The following screenshot shows how to use this
formula in practice:

D1 - fr  =FILTER(A2:B8,ISNUMBER(SEARCH("Assist", A2:A8))*ISNUMBE
A B 7 C D L\ E4 F

1 |Title Years Assistant Coach J 5

2 Head Coach 12 Assistant Conditioning Coach 7

3 Assistant Coach 5 |Assistant Strength Coach ‘ 7

4 Assistant Conditioning Coach 7

5 Assistant Strength Coach 7

6 Manager 20

7 Clubhouse Manager 10

8 Assistant Clubhouse Manager 6
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Note: In each of these examples we filtered for cells that
contained two specific words, but by using multiple
asterisks (*) we can filter for cells that contain as many
specific words as we'd like.

Additional Resources

The following tutorials explain how to perform other
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common tasks in Excel:
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