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How can | extract the last name from a full name in Excel?

The process of extracting the last name from a full name in Excel involves using the built-in
functions and formulas to manipulate the data. This can be achieved by using the "RIGHT" function
to extract the last name from the full name, followed by using the "FIND" function to locate the
position of the last name within the full name. By combining these functions, the user can
accurately extract the last name from a full name in Excel. This method is useful for organizing and
sorting data, as well as creating personalized reports and documents.

Excel: Extract Last Name from Full Name

You can use the following formula in Excel to extract
the last name from a full name in a cell:

=RIGHT(A2,LEN(A2)-FIND("*",SUBSTITUTE(AZ2,"
" LEN(A2)-LEN(SUBSTITUTE(A2," ","")))))

This particular formula extracts the last name from a full
name in cell A2.

The following example shows how to use this formula
In practice.

Related:

Example: Extract Last Name from Full Name in Excel

Suppose we have the following dataset in Excel that
shows the number of sales by various employees at
some company:
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A B | ¢ | D | E

‘Name Sales

Andy Smith 22
Bob H. Johnson 14
'Chad Benson 30
‘Derrick Anderson 19
Eric Frenston 14
Fred Tyler Fegan 14
‘George Hart 20
'Henry Mann 7
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We can use the following formula to extract the last
name from each employee:

=RIGHT(A2,LEN(A2)-FIND("*",SUBSTITUTE(AZ2,"
" LEN(A2)-LEN(SUBSTITUTE(A2," ","")))))

We can type this formula into cell C2, then drag and fill
it down to the remaining cells in column C:
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c2 > Jfx =RIGHT(A2,LEN(A2)-FIND("*",SUBSTITU1
A B & D E F

1 Name Sales Last Name

2 |Andy Smith 22l5mith

3 Bob H.Johnson 14 Johnson

4 Chad Benson 30 Benson

5 Derrick Anderson 19 Anderson

6 Eric Frenston 14 Frenston

7 Fred Tyler Fegan 14 Fegan

8 George Hart 20 Hart

9 Henry Mann 7 Mann
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Column C now contains the last name of each employee
in column A.

Notice that the formula works even if the full name does
or does not contain a middle name.

Note: This formula works by replacing the last space in
the name with an asterisk ( * ) and then uses the FIND
function to locate the asterisk and extract a certain
number of characters in the name from the right.
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The following tutorials explain how to perform other
common tasks in Excel:
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