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How can | create comments in SAS? Can you provide some examples?

SAS, also known as Statistical Analysis System, allows users to create comments within their code
in order to provide additional information or explanations. Comments are lines of text that are not
executed as part of the code, but serve as notes for the user or other programmers. To create
comments in SAS, the user can simply begin the line with an asterisk (*) or use the /* and */
symbols to enclose the comment. This will indicate to SAS that the line is a comment and should
not be executed. For example:

*This is a comment in SAS;
/* This is also a comment in SAS */

Comments can be used to document the purpose of certain code, provide instructions, or clarify
complex sections. They can also be used to temporarily deactivate a section of code without
deleting it. Overall, the use of comments in SAS can enhance the readability and organization of
code for better understanding and collaboration among programmers.

Create Comments in SAS (With Examples)

The easiest way to create a comment in SAS is to
highlight the text and press Ctrl + /.

You can just as easily remove the comment by
highlighting the text again and pressing Ctrl + /.

If you would rather create a comment manually, you can
also type /* at the beginning of the text and then type */
at the end of the text you'd like to turn into a comment.

The following example shows how to do this in practice.

Example: Create Comments in SAS
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Suppose we have the following code in SAS:

[ *Program 1 X
CODE LOG RESULTS OUTPUT DATA
4 ©O- H DB B & e ¥ h R H O | % M| E

Create dataset with three variables.
The first variable represents the team name.
3 The second variable represents the points scored by the team
4 The third variable represents the total assists for the team
» data my_data;
input team $ points assists;
datalines;
Mavs 113 22
Pacers 115 19
) Cavs 106 34
Lakers 114 20
Heat 123 39

LY.}
[ &}

Il 'l
all

2

run;

The first four lines of the code simply describe what the
rest of the code does.

Thus, we want to turn these lines into comments.

To turn the first four lines into comments, we can
highlight each of the first four rows and press Ctrl + /:
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[£ *Program 1 X
CODE LOG RESULTS OUTPUT DATA
2 O- HE B B & e ¥ B KR L@ % kM @E X

I /* Create dataset with three variables. */
/* The first variable represents the team name. */
/* The second variable represents the points scored by the team */
/* The third variable represents the total assists for the team */
data my_data;
input team $ points assists;
datalines;
Mavs 113 22
) |Pacers 115 19
Cavs 100 34
Lakers 114 20
2 Heat 123 39

2

run;

Notice that a forward slash with an asterisk (/*) has
been added to the beginning of each line and an
asterisk and a forward slash (*/) have been added to the
end of each line.

This indicates that those four lines are comments.

We can just as easily uncomment the first four lines by
highlighting each line and pressing Ctrl + / once again:
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[£ *Program 1 X
CODE LOG RESULTS OUTPUT DATA
2 O- H DB B & D ¥R ® % ik 2

I Create dataset with three variables.
The first variable represents the team name.
. The second variable represents the points scored by the team
The third variable represents the total assists for the team
» data my_data;
input team $ points assists;
datalines;
% Mavs 113 22
Pacers 115 19
© Cavs 1ee 34
Lakers 114 2@
2 Heat 123 39
[
' run;
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Note that the forward slashes and asterisks have been
removed from each of the first four lines.

This indicates that each line is no longer a comment.

The following tutorials explain how to perform other
common operations in SAS:
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