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How can | count the number of matches between two columns in Excel?

Counting the number of matches between two columns in Excel can be achieved by using the
COUNTIF function. This function allows you to specify a range of cells to search and a criteria to
match against. By selecting the two columns as the range and setting the criteria to match the
values in one column against the values in the other column, the function will return the total
number of matches. This provides a simple and efficient way to accurately count the number of
matches between two columns in Excel.

Excel: Count Number of Matches Between Two
Columns

You can use the following syntax to count the number
of matches between two columns in Excel:

=SUMPRODUCT(--(A2:A11=B2:B11))

This particular formula counts the number of matches
between the range A2:A11 and the range B2:B11.

You can also use the following formula to count the
number of non-matches between two columns:

=SUMPRODUCT(--(A2:A11<>B2:B11))

Note: The symbols <> stand for "not equal” in Excel.

The following example shows how to use these
formulas in practice.

PSYCHOLOGICAL SCALES scales.arabpsychology.com



https://scales.arabpsychology.com/?p=146902
https://scales.arabpsychology.com
https://scales.arabpsychology.com

How can | count the number of matches between two columns in Excel?

Example: Count Number of Matches Between Two Columns in
Excel

Suppose we have the following two columns in Excel
that contain the names of various basketball teams:

A B C D E

T Team 1 Team 2
2 Mavs Mavs
3 Spurs Nets

4 Rockets Rockets
5 Kings Kings
6 Warriors Blazers
7 Nets Hawks
8 | Lakers Lakers
9 Thunder Wizards
10 Blazers Celtics
11 Jazz Pelicans
12

13

14

15

16

17

We can type the following formula into cell D2 to count
the number of matching team names between columns
A and B:

=SUMPRODUCT(--(A2:A11=B2:B11))

The following screenshot shows how to use this
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formula in practice:

D2

1
2
3
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The formula returns a value of 4.

A
Team 1
Mavs
Spurs
Rockets
Kings
Warriors
Nets
Lakers
Thunder
Blazers
Jazz

B
Team 2
Mavs
Nets
Rockets
Kings
Blazers
Hawks
Lakers
Wizards
Celtics
Pelicans

Jx

C

D

Matching Teams

4]

=SUMPRODUCT(--(A2:A11=B2:B11))

E

F

We can manually confirm that this is correct by

identifying each of the matching team names between

the two columns:
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A B C D E
1T Team1l Team2 Matching Teams
2 Mavs Mavs 4
3 Spurs Nets
4 Rockets  Rockets
5 Kings Kings
6 Warriors Blazers
7 Nets Hawks
8 Lakers Lakers
9 Thunder Wizards
10 Blazers Celtics
11 Jazz Pelicans
12
13
14
15
16
17

=SUMPRODUCT(--(A2:A11<>B2:B11))

The following screenshot shows how to use this
formula in practice:
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D2 v o ﬁc =SUMPRODUCT(--(A2:A11<>B2:B11))
A B C D E F
Team 1 Team 2 Non-Matching Teams

Mavs Mavs | 6_|

1

2

3 Spurs Nets

4 Rockets  Rockets
5 |Kings Kings

6 Warriors Blazers
7 |Nets Hawks
8 |Lakers Lakers
9 Thunder Wizards
10 Blazers Celtics
11 Jazz Pelicans

We can see that there are 6 teams that have non-
matching names between the two columns.

The following tutorials explain how to perform other
common operations in Excel:
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