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Comparing two Excel sheets for differences is a method of identifying discrepancies or variations

between two sets of data in Microsoft Excel. This can be used to ensure the accuracy of data,

identify any missing or extra information, and detect any changes that may have been made. There

are several ways to compare two Excel sheets, such as using the "Compare and Merge

Workbooks" feature, using formulas to highlight differences, or using third-party add-ins. By

comparing two Excel sheets, users can easily identify and resolve any inconsistencies, ensuring

the integrity and reliability of their data.

Compare Two Excel Sheets for Differences

Occasionally you may want to compare two different

Excel sheets to identify the differences between them.

Fortunately this is fairly easy to do and this tutorial

explains how.

How to Identify Differences Between Two Excel Sheets

Suppose we have the following two sheets in Excel with

some information about basketball players:
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To compare the differences between the two sheets, we

can create a third sheet and use the following formula
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in cell A2:

=IF(Sheet1!A1 <> Sheet2!A1, "Sheet1:"&Sheet1!A1&",

Sheet2:"&Sheet2!A1, "")

We can then copy this formula to each cell, which

results in the following:

If the corresponding cells in Sheet1 and Sheet2 are

identical, then the cell in Sheet3 will be blank. However,

if the cells are different between the two sheets then the

differences will be shown in Sheet3.
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How to Highlight Differences Between Two Excel Sheets

In addition to identifying the differences between the

two sheets, you can also highlight the differences using

conditional formatting.

For example, suppose we want to highlight each cell in

Sheet2 that has a dif ferent value from the

corresponding cell in Sheet1. To do this, we can use the

following steps:

Step 1: Select the range of cells.
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First, select the entire range of cells that we're

interested in applying conditional formatting to:

Step 2: Choose conditional formatting.

Next, on the Home tab within the Styles group, click

Conditional Formatting and then click New Rule.ARABPSYCHOLOGY.C
OM
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Step 3: Choose conditional formatting.

Choose the option titled Use a formula to determine

which cells to format. Then type in the following

formula:

=A1<>Sheet1!A1

Then click Format and choose a color you'd like to use

to highlight the cells that are different. Then click OK.ARABPSYCHOLOGY.C
OM
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Once you click OK, the cells in Sheet2 that have

different values than the corresponding cells in Sheet1

will be highlighted:
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