
PSYCHOLOGICAL SCALES scales.arabpsychology.com

How can I change the working
directory in R while using Fix?

Authored by

stats writer

May 3, 2024

RECOMMENDED CITATION

stats writer (2024). How can I change the working directory in R while using Fix?.

PSYCHOLOGICAL SCALES. Retrieved from https://scales.arabpsychology.com/?p=142479

ARABPSYCHOLOGY.C
OM

https://scales.arabpsychology.com/?p=142479
https://scales.arabpsychology.com/?p=142479
https://scales.arabpsychology.com/?p=142479
https://scales.arabpsychology.com
https://scales.arabpsychology.com


How can I change the working directory in R while using Fix? 2

PSYCHOLOGICAL SCALES scales.arabpsychology.com

To change the working directory in R while using Fix, you can use the setwd() function. This

function takes in the desired directory path as the argument and sets it as the current working

directory. This allows you to easily access and manipulate files within that directory in your R code.

It is important to note that the setwd() function only changes the working directory for the current R

session, and will need to be used again if you start a new session. Additionally, make sure to use

forward slashes (/) instead of backslashes () in the directory path when working in R, as the latter

may cause errors.

Fix in R: cannot change working directory

One error you may encounter in R is:

Error in setwd("C:/Users/UserName/Desktop") :

cannot change working directory

This error occurs when you attempt to set the working

directory in R, but you misspell some part of the file

path.

This tutorial shares exactly how to fix this error.

How to Reproduce the Error

Suppose I attempt to set the following working directory

in R:

#attempt to set working directory

setwd("C:/Users/Bob/Documents/My Folder Name")
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Error in setwd("C:/Users/Bob/Documents/My Folder

Name") :

cannot change working directory

I receive an error because this folder does not exist on

my computer.

How to Fix the Error

The easiest way to fix this error is to change the file

path to point to the correct folder:

#set working directory

setwd("C:/Users/Bob/Documents/Correct Folder Name")

Notice that I don't receive an error because R was able

to successfully change the working directory.

I can confirm that the working directory successfully

changed by using the getwd() function to get the

current working directory:

#get current working directory

getwd()

"C:/Users/Bob/Documents/Correct Folder Name"
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Common Reasons for Errors

There are several reasons for why you may receive this

error message in R. Common reasons include:

You simply misspelled the file path.You included invalid

characters in the file path.You do not have permission

to access the file path.

The following tutorials explain how to fix other common

errors in R:
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