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A search bar is an incredibly valuable feature when dealing with large volumes of data within a

slicer in Power BI. This simple addition dramatically improves the functionality and user experience

(UX) for report consumers. When working with extensive fields--such as lengthy lists of product

IDs, customer names, or geographic locations--the default scrolling behavior of a slicer becomes

cumbersome and inefficient. Enabling the search functionality allows users to quickly locate

specific items, thereby significantly speeding up the data exploration process and ensuring

accurate filtering.

The core mechanism for adding this feature involves selecting the slicer visual, navigating to the

"Format" tab, clicking the "Slicer" icon, and under the "General" section, enabling the "Search"

option. This comprehensive approach works across all visuals. However, Power BI offers two

much quicker, context-driven methods that allow developers and users alike to implement this

crucial feature directly on the report canvas without diving deep into the formatting pane. These

streamlined methods enhance productivity and make the reports instantly more interactive.

There are two primary ways to efficiently add a search bar to a slicer in Power BI, offering flexibility

depending on whether you prefer mouse navigation or keyboard shortcuts:

Method 1: Context Menu Activation. Click the three-dot ellipses (ellipsis menu) located in the top

right corner of the selected slicer visual.

Method 2: Keyboard Shortcut. Click anywhere on the slicer and use the standard Windows

keyboard command Ctrl + F.

Both of these methods are designed to allow report viewers and developers to quickly add a

search bar to the visual, making the process of filtering a large dataset both intuitive and rapid.

The following examples illustrate how to use each method in practice, utilizing a standard

categorical slicer within a typical Power BI report. We begin with a visual that currently lacks the

search functionality, demonstrating the initial state:
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Understanding the Value of the Slicer Search Functionality

Before diving into the procedural steps, it is important to understand why the search bar is

indispensable for certain types of reports. When a slicer contains more than ten or twelve distinct

values, scrolling becomes necessary. If the list is extensive (e.g., hundreds of product codes or

employee names), relying solely on scrolling is impractical and introduces the potential for

selection errors. The search capability transforms the slicer from a static selection box into a

dynamic, query-driven input field.

This functionality is crucial for maintaining a high standard of user experience. By enabling users to

rapidly locate and select the exact data points they require, the overall speed and efficiency of data

analysis improve dramatically. It eliminates friction associated with navigating long lists and

ensures that report consumers can focus their attention on the insights derived from the data rather

than the mechanics of the visualization itself.

The ability to instantly filter the options displayed in the slicer based on partial text matches is a

hallmark of good dashboard design. Whether you are using a standard list slicer or a drop-down

slicer, implementing the search feature requires minimal effort but yields maximum benefit in terms

of report usability, particularly when dealing with large categorical fields.
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Method One: Activating Search via the Context Menu

The first method leverages the standard context menu available on almost all Power BI visuals.

This approach is highly intuitive for mouse users and involves only two clicks after selecting the

target visual. This is often the preferred method for beginners or those who are not familiar with

Power BI keyboard shortcuts, as the action is clearly labeled within the menu options.

The initial requirement is to ensure the specific slicer visual is active. One way to add a search bar

is to simply click the slicer to make it the currently selected visual on the report canvas. Once

selected, a border will appear around the visual, indicating that it is ready for interaction or

formatting adjustments.

After activation, locate the small, three-dot icon--the ellipses menu--usually situated in the top right

corner of the slicer frame. Clicking this icon reveals a dropdown menu containing various options

for interacting with or formatting the visual, such as exporting data, showing as a table, or applying

focus mode. The crucial step is identifying the "Search" option within this list.

Step-by-Step Implementation of Context Menu Search (Example 1)

Following the setup mentioned above, we can now walk through the precise steps to enable

search using the ellipsis menu. This method instantly modifies the visual properties without

requiring a trip to the dedicated formatting pane, making it exceptionally fast for toggling this

feature on or off.

The process begins by clicking on the slicer to activate it. Then, locate and click the three-dot

ellipses in the top right corner of the slicer, as demonstrated below:
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Upon clicking the ellipses, a context menu will drop down. You must then click the option labeled

Search from this menu. This option acts as a toggle; if the search bar is currently hidden, selecting

this option will display it. If it is already visible, selecting it again will hide the search bar, returning

the slicer to its default state.

The visualization of this step clearly shows the available menu items, with Search being the

targeted action:

ARABPSYCHOLOGY.C
OM

https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/power-bi/visuals/power-bi-visualization-slicers
https://scales.arabpsychology.com/?p=125430
https://scales.arabpsychology.com
https://scales.arabpsychology.com


How to Add a Search Bar to a Power BI Slicer 6

PSYCHOLOGICAL SCALES scales.arabpsychology.com

Executing this command will automatically add the search bar input field to the top of the slicer

visual, instantly transforming how users interact with the underlying dataset categories. This

modification is persistent within the report view until the setting is explicitly toggled off again.

Visualizing the Result: The Filtered Slicer

Once the search bar has been successfully enabled, its presence is clearly visible at the top of the

slicer container. This small text input field is where users enter their search terms, which Power BI

uses to dynamically filter the list items below. The visual transformation is immediate, providing

concrete evidence of the success of the previous steps.

The resulting visual will look like this, featuring the newly implemented search function:

ARABPSYCHOLOGY.C
OM

https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/power-bi/visuals/power-bi-visualization-slicers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Data_set
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/power-bi/visuals/power-bi-visualization-slicers
https://powerbi.microsoft.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Filter_(data_processing)
https://scales.arabpsychology.com/?p=125430
https://scales.arabpsychology.com
https://scales.arabpsychology.com


How to Add a Search Bar to a Power BI Slicer 7

PSYCHOLOGICAL SCALES scales.arabpsychology.com

The real power of this feature is demonstrated when users begin typing. As soon as characters are

entered into the search bar, the options within the slicer list are automatically filtered. This

functionality supports partial matching, meaning users do not need to type the full item name;

typing a few letters often suffices to narrow the choices down significantly, greatly enhancing the

user experience.

For instance, if the slicer contains many geographical regions, typing "West" would immediately

filter the list to show only regions like "Western Europe," "West Coast," or "Southwest." This instant

feedback loop is vital for efficient data exploration and rapid report interaction, particularly when

working with complex organizational data structures.

Once you start typing in the search bar, the options in the slicer will automatically be filtered,

showing only matching entries:
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Method Two: Utilizing the Keyboard Shortcut (Ctrl + F)

For power users and those who prefer efficiency through keyboard commands, Power BI provides

a universally recognizable shortcut to activate the search feature on a slicer: Ctrl + F. This method

is the fastest way to enable or disable the search bar, as it bypasses all mouse clicks and menu

navigation.

The advantage of the Ctrl + F shortcut lies in its immediacy. It mirrors the standard "Find"

command found in web browsers and many desktop applications, making it instantly familiar to

most users. When navigating a complex dashboard with multiple visuals, clicking the slicer to focus

it and then immediately pressing the shortcut keys is far quicker than using the context menu.

To execute this method, first ensure the slicer is the active visual. Then, type Ctrl + F. This simple

combination will automatically add a search bar to the slicer, identical to the result achieved using

the ellipsis menu method.

After activating the slicer, simply execute the command: Ctrl + F.

This action will automatically add the search bar to the visual:
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Managing Search Visibility: Removing the Search Bar

Just as easily as the search feature is enabled, it can be disabled. While the search bar is highly

beneficial for large lists, it may occasionally be unnecessary for smaller, static slicers where screen

real estate is at a premium. Removing the search bar can clean up the report interface and return

the visual to its original state.

If you would like to remove the search bar, the process is exactly the same as adding it, assuming

you are using the keyboard shortcut method. Simply ensure the slicer is active and type Ctrl + F

again. Since this command acts as a toggle, pressing it a second time reverses the previous

action.

Alternatively, if you prefer the mouse-based approach, you can re-click the three-dot ellipses menu

and select Search again. The key takeaway is that both methods--the keyboard shortcut and the

context menu--function as toggles, allowing users to rapidly switch the search functionality on or off

depending on the immediate analytical requirement.

This will automatically remove the search bar from the slicer, returning it to its initial state:
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Summary and Next Steps in Power BI Optimization

Implementing a search bar on a slicer is a fundamental step toward optimizing Power BI report

usability. Whether dealing with a massive dataset or a moderate one that still presents scrolling

issues, the ability to quickly filter options via text input dramatically improves the user experience

and analytical efficiency.

By mastering both the rapid keyboard shortcut (Ctrl + F) and the intuitive context menu approach,

developers can ensure their reports are accessible and easy to navigate for all users. Remember

that the search function is especially critical when the dimension used in the slicer is expected to

grow over time, preventing future bottlenecks in data interaction.

To continue enhancing your skills in advanced data manipulation and report design within the

Microsoft ecosystem, the following tutorials explain how to perform other common and crucial tasks

in Power BI:

Power BI: How to Add Column from Another Table
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