Excel: Remove Last 2 Characters
from String

Authored by
stats writer

November 18, 2025

RECOMMENDED CITATION

stats writer (2025). Excel: Remove Last 2 Characters from String. PSYCHOLOGICAL
SCALES. Retrieved from https://scales.arabpsychology.com/?p=95164

PSYCHOLOGICAL SCALES scales.arabpsychology.com



https://scales.arabpsychology.com/?p=95164
https://scales.arabpsychology.com/?p=95164
https://scales.arabpsychology.com/?p=95164
https://scales.arabpsychology.com
https://scales.arabpsychology.com

Excel: Remove Last 2 Characters from String

Excel stands as the industry standard for managing, transforming, and interpreting vast datasets.
Its extensive suite of functions empowers users to perform complex data analysis, enabling rapid
identification of patterns, relationships, and actionable business insights. Among the fundamental
skills required for effective data manipulation is the precise handling of text, often requiring the
extraction or removal of specific characters from a text string.

The requirement to remove the last few characters from a string is a common scenario in data
preparation, particularly when dealing with imported data that contains extraneous suffixes, trailing
units, or accidental delimiters. Whether you are standardizing product codes, cleaning up location
identifiers, or ensuring consistency across a column of text, mastering this technique is essential
for data hygiene. This comprehensive guide will detail the most efficient method for stripping the
final two characters from any given Excel cell, utilizing a powerful combination of two specific
functions.

The Necessity of Text Manipulation in Excel

Data rarely arrives in a perfectly clean state. When importing information from external databases,
legacy systems, or raw text files, it is frequently accompanied by unwanted trailing identifiers,
version numbers, or measurement units that clutter the dataset. For instance, you might have
product IDs like "P4590-XX" or location codes ending in a fixed two-character country abbreviation.
To perform effective sorting, filtering, or lookups, these superfluous characters must be
systematically removed.

While some programming languages offer complex regular expressions for character removal,
Excel provides streamlined text functions specifically designed for efficiency. Our objective is to
dynamically calculate the correct length of the resulting string after the unwanted characters have
been truncated, regardless of the original length of the data in the cell. This dynamic calculation
avoids manual inspection and correction, saving considerable time when working with thousands
of records.

Core Formula: Combining LEFT and LEN Functions

The most robust and widely used method for removing a fixed nhumber of characters from the end
of a string involves nesting two critical Excel functions: the LEFT function and the LEN function.

The logic is straightforward: we first determine the total length of the original text using LEN,
subtract the number of characters we want to remove (in this case, 2), and then instruct the LEFT
function to extract the remaining characters starting from the beginning of the text.

This approach ensures that the calculation is entirely relative to the content of the cell, making it
universally applicable across an entire column of data, even if the length of the strings varies
greatly. Below is the standard formula structure used to achieve this precise textual truncation:
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Excel: Remove Last 2 Characters from String

=LEFT(A2,LEN(A2)-2)

In this specific formula, we are instructing Excel to operate on the string housed in cell A2. The
resulting output will be the original text from A2, but truncated by exactly two characters from the
right side. This powerful combination is foundational for complex data analysis and cleaning

routines.

Step-by-Step Example: Cleaning Team Names

To illustrate the practical application of the combined LEFT function and LEN function, consider a

scenario where we have a list of team names, but each name erroneously includes an extra two-
character code at the end (perhaps a version number or internal identifier).

Suppose our raw data, stored in column A, consists of the following basketball team names. Notice
that the last two characters are redundant and must be removed to restore the proper team name
format:

A B C D E
Team
Mavericks
Rockets
Hornets
Pacers
Raptors
Thunder
Pelicans
Nuggets
Timberwolves
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Our goal is to populate column B with the cleaned, accurate team names. We will apply the
formula to the first entry in the list, which is located in cell A2, and then apply that logic across the
entire column.
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In cell B2, input the exact formula defined earlier. This instructs Excel to calculate the length of the
text in A2, subtract two characters, and extract that precise number of characters from the left:

=LEFT(A2,LEN(A2)-2)

Once the formula is entered into cell B2 and confirmed, we observe the result: the trailing two
characters are gone. The next step involves using the Fill Handle--the small green square in the
bottom-right corner of cell B2--to swiftly copy the formula down to the remaining cells in column B.
This action dynamically adjusts the cell reference (A2 becomes A3, A4, and so on) for each row,
performing the necessary truncation for every team name in the dataset.

The result of applying the formula and dragging it down yields a clean column of data, ready for
further processing or data analysis:

B2 v Jfx  =LEFT(A2,LEN(A2)-2)
A B C

1 Team Team with Last 2 Characters Removed

2 |Mavericks Maveric

3 Rockets Rocke

4 Hornets Horne

5 Pacers Pace

6 Raptors Rapto

7 Thunder Thund

8 Pelicans Pelica

9 Nuggets Nugge

10 Timberwolves Timberwolv

11

12

13

14

15

Detailed Breakdown: Deconstructing the LEFT and LEN Combination

Understanding how this nested formula works is key to adapting it for different data cleaning tasks.
Let us revisit the formula used to clean the string in cell A2:

=LEFT(A2,LEN(A2)-2)
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This formula operates in two distinct phases, starting with the innermost function: LEN(A2).

The LEN function is responsible for calculating the total number of characters within a specified
text string. For example, if cell A2 contains "LakersUS", the LEN(A2) function returns the value 8
(L, a, k, e, r, s, U, S). This length is crucial because it provides the dynamic input for the outer
function.

The next component is the subtraction: LEN(A2)-2. This calculation determines the desired length
of the resultant, cleaned string. Using our example "LakersUS" (length 8), the expression resolves
to 8 - 2, which equals 6. This value, 6, represents the number of characters we wish to retain from
the left side of the string.

Finally, the result of the calculation is passed to the LEFT function. The syntax for LEFT is

LEFT(text, num chars). In this case, text is A2 and num chars is 6. The LEFT function
extracts the first six characters from "LakersUS", yielding the desired result: "Lakers". This nested
structure is highly flexible and can be adapted simply by changing the number 2 to any required
number of characters to remove.

Handling Edge Cases: Spaces and Potential Errors

While the LEFT/LEN combination is highly effective, users must be aware of certain edge cases,
especially regarding hidden characters and spaces. A crucial aspect of Excel character counting is
that blank spaces within a string are counted just like any other alphanumeric character. If your
data contains trailing spaces, they will be counted by the LEN function and subsequently removed
by the LEFT function if they fall within the last two positions.

However, if a user intends to remove the last two significant characters but is unsure if hidden
trailing spaces exist (which might extend the total length), it is often best practice to incorporate the
TRIM function into the formula. The TRIM function removes excess spaces from text, leaving only
single spaces between words and no leading or trailing spaces. If we use TRIM(A2) within our
formula, we guarantee that the LEN calculation is based on the trimmed length, leading to a more
reliable result, especially when data quality is inconsistent. The revised formula would look like this:
=LEFT(TRI M A2), LEN(TR M A2))-2).

Furthermore, a common error occurs when the number of characters requested for removal
exceeds the total length of the string. If cell A2 only contains "US" (length 2), and we attempt to
calculate LEN(A2)-2, the result is 0. The LEFT function handles a request for O characters
gracefully by returning an empty string. However, if we tried to remove more characters than are
present (e.g., removing 5 characters from a 2-character string), the LEFT function would still return
an empty string, which might not alert the user to the potential data issue unless error checking is
applied. Proper data validation is always recommended before applying mass cleaning functions.
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Alternative Methods for Character Removal

While the LEFT/LEN combination is superior for dynamic, fixed-number truncation from the right,
Excel offers other functions that can achieve similar results, often involving more complex nesting
or reliance on modern features. Understanding these alternatives provides flexibility for unique
data structures.

One alternative involves using the REPLACE function. The REPLACE function allows you to
substitute a specific segment of a string with new text. To remove the last two characters, we need
to replace the characters starting at a certain position (which is LEN( A2) - 1) for a length of 2 with

an empty string (
slightly more complicated than the LEFT approach: =REPLACE( A2, LEN(A2)-1, 2, ""). This

). However, calculating the start position requires the LEN function, making it

method achieves the same outcome but requires careful indexing.

Another powerful modern technique involves using Flash Fill. If your data is highly consistent and
you only need a one-time clean, you can manually type the desired output for the first two or three
cells in the adjacent column. Excel will recognize the pattern--in this case, removing the last two
characters--and automatically fill the rest of the column with the cleaned data. While fast, Flash Fill
is not formula-based, meaning the result is static text that will not update if the source data
changes, making it unsuitable for live data models or complex data analysis pipelines.

General Best Practices for Text Cleaning

Effective text manipulation, especially when dealing with large datasets, requires adopting
systematic best practices to ensure data integrity and reproducibility.

Work on Copies: Always perform data cleaning operations on a copy of the raw data. This
preserves the original source material, allowing for verification and backtracking if an error is
introduced during the cleaning process.

Validate Results: After applying a truncation formula, visually inspect the results, particularly at
the beginning, middle, and end of the dataset. For extremely large datasets, consider using the
LEN function on the resulting column and comparing it to the source column to verify that the
length difference is consistently 2.

Convert to Values: Once the formula has successfully cleaned the data, it is often beneficial to
copy the result column and paste it back as 'Values' (using Paste Special). This removes the
reliance on the underlying formulas, significantly reducing file size and processing overhead,
especially important for extensive reports or pivot tables.
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Summary of Text Truncation Efficiency

In summary, removing the last two characters from a text string in Excel is a common yet critical
data preparation step. By combining the efficiency of the LEFT function with the dynamic length
calculation provided by the LEN function, users gain a reliable, dynamic, and easy-to-implement
solution. This formula, =LEFT( A2, LEN(A2)-2), serves as the cornerstone for effective text
cleanup in almost any analytical context, paving the way for more accurate and meaningful
downstream data analysis.

Note: Blank spaces in a string count as characters. You may need to first remove blank spaces to

get your desired result.

Excel: A Formula for MID From Right
Excel: How to Use MID Function for Variable Length Strings
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